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COMMUNICATION
Discover the many ways we have 
people to communicate and share ideas

Like all animals, people communicate, but we have 
been able to go much further, creating languages 
and symbols to explain ideas, feelings and abstract 
concepts. Thought communication we are able to do 
science, create art, lie or do publicity and, in order to 
communicate faster and farther, we have created 
technologies ranging from writing to the Internet.
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WORLD LANGUAGES

Constructed languages
In history there are a large number of invented languages, or constructed languages, all of them were crea-

ted artificially and not naturally.
The Indo-European family includes the biggest 

languages in the world, spoken by almost 50%

of the world’s population!

It contains hundreds of languages spoken by 

around 3 billion people and covers most linguistic 

branches in Europe and Southeast Asia.

Please note: the way languages are

sorted depends on the criteria you use.

This page isnÕt intended for academic

purposes: itÕs just designed to show the

huge variety of languages under the

Indo-European umbrella!

According to estimates, there are currently 7,1 68 living languages in the world, grouped into 15 6 

language families alongside around 1 04 language isolates, which have developed independently.*  

between languages and dialects, and information on who speaks what can be hard to come by. 

Many languages are only spoken by very small groups of people (such as a tribe in a remote area). 

Often, these languages are severely endangered or even dying out. 

Languages are constantly evolving. Some are divided 

into dialects, which can end up generating new langua-

ges, while others disappear.

Language families are groups of languages with a 

common origin, such as the Indo-European family. 

Proto-Indo-European is the name for the common 

language thought to be spoken by the inhabitants of the 

Eurasian Steppe, who then migrated towards the east 

and west, or India and Europe.

Thanks to this expansion, the Proto-Indo-European 
-

ding Latin: an Italic language spoken in a small commu-

nity called Rome. When that settlement became the capi-

tal of a vast empire, Latin spread all across the Mediterra-

nean. 

As Rome lost its unifying power, the Latin spoken in 

forming modern languages like French, Occitan and 

Spanish. Centuries later, the process of European coloni-

sation took these languages all over the world.

* Data from Ethnologue, ethnologue.com
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The Indo-European Languages Family Tree

KNOCKING DOWN THE TOWER OF BABEL

The main historical motivation has been to 

establish a common language for humanity. 

A new language that was not imposed or 

belonged to any social group, country, etc.

It was the dream of a universal language 

which belonged to everyone that led to the 

emergence of invented languages such as 

Esperanto, Volapük or Interlingua.

A FANTASY WORLD

Languages that are part of fictitious worlds

The Elvish languages - In The Lord of the 

Rings, they have their own grammar and rules. 

Klingon - for Star Trek, even has a study 

centre: the Klingon Language Institute!

Na’vi - for the film Avatar,
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  LANGUAGE

• Animal communication
• Speech
• Body language – Sign language
• Rituals, myths and legends
• Languages of the world
• Ideograms – Alphabet – Fingerspelling
• Braille
• Sign language
• Cryptography

  SIGNS AND SYMBOLS

• Cave paintings
• Symbols and symbology
• Secret symbology
• Visual communication – Art
• Architecture
• Colours
• Heraldry
• Flags
• Trademarks and corporate symbols
• Traffic signals
• Icons

  TECHNOLOGY

• The printing press
• Books
• Radio
• Cinema
• The telegraph and the telephone
• TV
• The internet
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